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Message from the 
President 

Winter is upon us and hot chocolate is 

on the table again.  So, while we are 

sitting down together I want to tell you 

about six CAB volunteers who were 

recently awarded WA Volunteer Service 

Awards from the Department of 

Communities.  

These are presented to volunteers who 

have achieved over 25 years of 

volunteering with one agency, which is 

truly magnificent.  I dare say we have 

a lot of volunteers who were not even 

born when these six people 

commenced with CAB. 

When you add all the time that those 

six, namely Judith Tuckey, Reverend 

Kendrick Duffy, Heather Skinner, Robin 

Richardson, Noray Jones and Jim 

Williams have been volunteering with 

CAB it comes to more than 220 years!  

How quickly the valuable time you give 

to CAB adds up.  Congratulations and 

thank you for your service to the 

community. 

The board continues to be busy with 

the review of all our policies and we 

have accepted the budget for the 

2021/22 financial year. The extensive 

technology upgrade, which was made 

possible by a generous grant from 

Lotterywest, is almost complete. 

By all accounts, CAB is doing 

remarkably well and is in a strong, 

robust position both financially and in 

the provision of services.  This sets us 

up favourably for the new financial year 

and beyond. 

My thanks, as always, to all staff and 

volunteers for your continued support. 

Wendy Stephens 

President 

Board of Management 
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Message from the 
CEO 

Hello and welcome to our winter 

newsletter. 

This is the time of the year when 

Barrack Street gets absolutely no 

sunshine during the day and the wind 

blows up from the river making you 

glad to be inside working hard.  

I’d like to firstly thank and 

acknowledge our volunteers and staff 

for their work during the increased 

COVID restrictions in April and May. 

Wearing masks in the office isn’t ideal 

and it was a big ask to expect this of 

you, but in typical CAB style all our 

branches were still open and we were 

able to provide an excellent service to 

the community. 

I really appreciate your dedication and 

commitment to CAB and to our clients, 

you’re all incredible. Hopefully we won’t 

have to do that again.  

National Volunteer Week was held in 

May and unlike last year (due to 

COVID!) we were able to all participate 

in our annual CAB outing. To celebrate 

our volunteers and their commitment 

to CAB we went on a tour of the 

Aboriginal exhibit at WA Boola Bardip 

Museum and then enjoyed morning tea 

afterwards. Our Patron, The 

Honourable Len Roberts-Smith, and his 

very lovely wife Sue, joined us. His 

Honour presented certificates and pins 

to volunteers who had achieved 

milestones of volunteering service with 

CAB. 

Congratulations to all volunteers who 

received these pins and certificates, it’s 

heart-warming to witness your 

dedication to CAB. A number of our 

branches also held separate events to 

say thank you to their volunteers. It’s 

always so good to be able to get 

together and enjoy each other’s 

company outside of work. 

Our fabulous lawyer Stacey has 

recently become an unrestricted 

practitioner, which is very exciting. 

Have a look at her interview below for 

more information on this but it means 

Stacey is now able to start visiting the 

branches to provide legal advice. 

Stacey will be taking appointments in 

the Kwinana branch fortnightly, while 

Daniel will go to Rockingham and 

Joondalup fortnightly. 

I want to also give a huge shout out to 

our wonderful Principal Legal Officer 

Selva. Restricted practitioners are 

required to have all their legal advice 

signed off by their supervisor. 

Additionally, their supervisor needs to 

be in close proximity to them at all 

times. This is a two-year commitment 

and not only has Selva supervised 

Stacey as a restricted practitioner she 

also supervised Daniel as a graduate 
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and as a restricted practitioner. Selva’s 

dedication to young lawyers and the 

immense skills and knowledge she 

passes on has given both Stacey and 

Daniel an exceptional start to their 

careers. Thank you Selva - you may 

now take some holidays 😊 

Take care everyone, stay safe and keep 

warm. 

Kathryn 

National Volunteer 
Week Events 

We celebrated National Volunteer Week 

on the week commencing the 17th of 

May, with events being held in Perth, 

Bunbury and Busselton to celebrate 

and recognise our volunteers. CAB held 

a Boola Bardip Aboriginal Tour of the 

WA Museum Boola Bardip. 

It was an incredible experience, 

showcasing many moments of 

Aboriginal history and culture with 

many engaging and interesting stories 

from our hosts, Dakota and Trish. 

We’d like to offer our heartfelt thanks 

to the WA Museum Boola Bardip for 

hosting us, Heyder & Shears for their 

delicious catering and Volunteering WA 

& Lotterywest for providing us with the 

grant to make this event possible. 

The Bunbury Branch had a get together 

on the 18th of May with a lovely meal, 

and the Busselton Branch had lunch on 

the 21st where Valerie was presented 

with her 5-year certificate and pin. 

Congratulations to Valerie on her 

achievement, and to all of our 

volunteers for continuing to be with 

CAB. 

 

 

Our tour guide Trish speaking about 

Aboriginal people and their 

connection to different areas of 

Wadjemup (Rottnest Island). 

Wendy Stephens, President of CAB’s 

Board of Management and The 

Honourable Len Roberts-Smith 

speaking to the volunteers at the 

morning tea lunch.  
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CAB’s Patron, the Honourable Len 

Roberts-Smith & Mrs Sue Roberts- 

Smith & CAB Volunteers. 

Toni Jacobsen, the Busselton Branch 

Coordinator and Busselton 

volunteers celebrating National 

Volunteer Week with a lovely lunch! 

Greg Blake, Bunbury Branch Coordinator celebrating National Volunteer Week with a 

group of Bunbury volunteers. 
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Staff Profile – 
Stacey Price 

Stacey has been a solicitor at CAB for 

nearly a year and a half now and has 

recently come off her restricted 

practising certificate. We caught up 

with her to ask her about her journey 

before and after joining CAB. 

What did you do before coming to CAB 

– what is your background? 

Stacey: Once I finished school I 

decided that politics & communications 

were right up my alley. I finished 4 

years of study and on a whim applied 

for law – and got in! I knew that 

politics and law often went hand in 

hand but after I finished my law degree 

I thought I’d take it the whole way and 

I’d complete the requisite 2-year 

restricted practice period. That period 

finished recently and now I am an 

unrestricted practitioner. 

You’ve been at CAB for just over 1 year 

now – what initially drew you to 

working at CAB? 

Stacey: Funnily enough, I have a few 

friends from university who 

volunteered at CAB when we were 

studying, and they always had such 

great things to say about the service. 

One of those people was Daniel! We 

went to the same university. 

You previously worked at Street Law as 

a volunteer before becoming a solicitor 

and Community Legal Education 

coordinator there, is that right? What 

was that like? 

 

Stacey: I did. I absolutely loved my 

time at Street Law and it made me 

realise the absolute importance of 

Community Legal Education (CLE). I 

realised how passionate I was about 

making justice and the legal system 

accessible, especially to those most 

vulnerable in the community. 

I am a big believer in empowering 

people to know the basics of the law – 

and that means taking the time to 

explain to client’s legal concepts in 

everyday language so that they 

actually walk away understanding their 

rights, obligations, and options. There 

is no use in confusing clients with 

unnecessary legal jargon. 

How different are the clients at CAB 

compared to those you saw at Street 

Law? 

Stacey: Street Law only assists those 

who are experiencing homelessness or 

are at risk of homelessness. Many 

clients at Street Law presented with 

multiple legal issues (i.e. underlying 
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issues such as lack of ID, as well as 

current legal matters which were often 

interconnected (criminal law, debt 

etc.). It was a big change coming to 

CAB and interacting with the clients 

here who present with different legal 

issues in other areas of law compared 

to those at Street Law. In saying that, 

there is an overlap in similarity such as 

legal issues stemming from family 

violence.  

Now that your practising restrictions 

have been removed you will be 

providing legal advice services in the 

Kwinana branch in July – what do you 

think that will be like? Are you looking 

forward to it? 

Stacey: I am really looking forward to 

it. It will be great to meet more 

volunteers and pick up some more 

experience outside of the Perth office. I 

am unfamiliar with Kwinana (I’m a 

north of the river girl) so it will be great 

to get to know the area.  

What do you like to do in your spare 

time when you’re away from the office? 

Stacey: Now that things have calmed 

down a little I’ve started doing some of 

the things I’ve always wanted to do but 

just never really had the time! For 

example, I recently completed a night 

course in Astronomy 101 at the 

observatory – it was amazing. 

I love spending time with my friends, 

doing mini home improvements with 

my partner, and (maybe oddly) I am 

pretty passionate about recycling and 

living a minimal waste life.  

 

 

 

Volunteer Highlight  

Hannah has been a volunteer at the 

Kwinana branch for 9 months now and 

also volunteered in the Perth office 

earlier in the year. We asked her some 

questions about her different 

experiences volunteering at CAB. 

How did you hear about CAB? What 

made you want to volunteer here? 

Hannah: I discovered CAB through the 

Volunteering WA website when I was 

searching for a volunteer position to 

undertake alongside my studies. Upon 

further research I found CAB to be an 

interesting blend of services with their 

legal service as well as information and 

referral. 

This stood out to me from other private 

law firms and community legal centres 

which are usually more specialised and 

limited in what they can provide 

CAB’s Principal Legal Officer, 

Selva Stenross providing legal 

education at a recent Legal 

Information Workshop held in 

collaboration with the City of 

Swan and CAB Midland. 
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whereas CAB covers such a wide 

variety of areas and services. I also 

thought it was interesting that CAB 

deals with many different areas of law 

in their legal service. 

I knew that having experience in all 

these different things would be 

invaluable to me as a student and 

would equip me with so many 

transferrable skills that I can carry with 

me throughout my career.  

What did you do before volunteering at 

CAB? 

Hannah: I had worked in a volunteer 

administrative position in a private 

family law firm for over a year. 

Before that I also worked at McDonald’s 

for almost two years. 

You volunteered at both the Perth & 

Kwinana branches at the same time – 

were there a lot of differences in the 

queries you had from clients? 

Hannah: I find that at Kwinana most 

queries are related to family law 

matters or local neighbourhood 

disputes. 

When at the Perth office, I have 

experienced a more diverse range of 

enquires which challenge me to learn 

as they have ranged from being quite 

bizarre to very difficult and sad for the 

person involved. 

Are you currently studying or working 

in addition to your time at CAB? How 

are you finding it? 

Hannah: Yes, I am currently a full-

time student undertaking a combined 

degree at Murdoch University. I am 

studying law and finance. It takes 

commitment and organisation but with 

good time management it is possible to 

take on both at the same time. 

I would encourage other students to do 

the same if possible as work experience 

such as CAB really supplements and 

puts into a real-world context the 

things we learn in the classroom. 

What do you find the most interesting 

aspect of volunteering at CAB? 

Hannah: I find the most interesting 

aspect of working at CAB to be the 

people we deal with every day. When 

you answer the phone you honestly 

have no idea the kind of person you are 

going to get on the other end of the 

line and it has been quite the learning 

curve dealing with different kinds of 

personalities in all sorts of 

predicaments. 

I have had times when I have 

answered the phone to people crying 

and unable to speak, to people yelling 

and angry and also on the other end of 

the spectrum people being happy and 

continuing to laugh and see the bright 

side despite the issues they are having. 

Do you have any stories or memories 

that you would like to share? 

Hannah: The most perplexing query I 

have had so far was when I was 

working in Perth. An older lady called 

and was very upset and crying.  

She had a whole range of issues and 

questions but one of her main 

complaints was that the other party in 

her situation (ex-partner) was getting 

legal advice from a solicitor who had 

been struck off the roll of practitioners. 
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I was quite shocked and taken aback 

by this. 

As a law student I had never heard of 

anything like this happening. She was 

asking me about what she should do 

about this and I was quite stumped as 

to what information I should provide 

her. It was one of the enquiries that 

really challenged me to step back, 

think and do my research as to what 

her best option would be. 

I ended up suggesting to her that her 

best bet would be to contact the Legal 

Practice Board and tell them about her 

situation. I was on the phone to this 

lady for quite a long time, almost an 

hour, as she was crying and struggling 

to express herself. 

In the end she thanked me and said 

that she felt much better after talking 

to me, and that she had a clearer idea 

of what to do next. It was very 

rewarding to know that I had helped 

even if it was just a little bit. 

What do you enjoy doing in your spare 

time to relax? 

Hannah: Most of my time is taken up 

by my studies or my other 

extracurriculars and commitments. 

However, when I do have spare time I 

like to be at home in my own space 

and just enjoy time to myself either 

watching Netflix, cooking or just taking 

the time to organise myself and plan 

ahead.  

 

 

 

 

 

CAB News 

WA has come out of lockdown again at 

the end of April, and as a result, CAB is 

back to the limitations of the COVID-19 

Stage 4 Safety Plans. Masks are no 

longer required, but we still must 

ensure that clients complete the 

contact register when accessing CAB 

services, in addition to our use of hand 

sanitiser, social distancing, and wiping 

down surfaces with disinfectant wipes. 

If you are unsure about the 

requirements of these plans, the 

information can be found on our Branch 

Intranet. 

We’ve had some new IT equipment 

installed in the Perth office which will 

be rolled out soon to all the branches. 

Many thanks to Garry for all of his hard 

work in ensuring that the new 

Deborah Wade-Marshall 

(Mandurah), Martha Linke 

(Midland), Opal van Niekerk 

(Fremantle), Margaret Marrone 

(Fremantle), and Diane Cook 

(Joondalup) attended the Branch 

Coordinator meeting on the 14th 

of May. 

https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/covid-communications/covid-19-coronavirus-contact-registers-businesses-and-venues
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/covid-communications/covid-19-coronavirus-contact-registers-businesses-and-venues
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computers work and for his help in 

rolling this new equipment out. 

Natalia Moorin was successful in 

securing the permanent position of 

Executive Assistant for CAB. She was 

previously on a year-long contract, and 

we are all thrilled to continue to work 

alongside her. Congratulations Natalia! 

Elena has recently announced her 

pregnancy and is due to give birth in 

December. Congratulations to Elena 

and Leroy for starting their journey into 

parenthood! 

Training sessions have been held as 

normal, with the next New Volunteer 

Training being held on the 6th and 10th 

of August in Perth, and on the 3rd of 

September in Bunbury. Please let your 

Branch Coordinator or Elena know if 

you will attend these training sessions 

by emailing her at 

manager@cabwa.com.au.  

The Midland Branch has a new visiting 

lawyer, R K Dalip Singh, who visits the 

branch on alternate Wednesdays for 

Family, Family Violence Restraining 

Order (FVRO) and Violence Restraining 

Order (VRO) appointments. 

Volunteer Highlight  

Josh has been a volunteer with CAB for 

2 years now and currently works as a 

Paralegal. We interviewed him to 

understand his role and how he assists 

the Legal team. 

How did you hear about CAB? What 

made you want to volunteer here? 

Josh: I heard about CAB through a 

Facebook law group that shares 

opportunities to get involved in legal 

work and volunteering. I have always 

thoroughly enjoyed volunteering and I 

was interested in trying something 

different that I had not previously 

experienced. CAB covers a broad range 

of matters which I thought would be 

great to have some involvement in. 

What did you do before volunteering at 

CAB? 

Josh: I am currently studying law at 

UWA. Volunteering a day throughout 

the week has been something else to 

keep me busy! I have worked a range 

of casual jobs and volunteering 

positions – in particular being a mentor 

for young men with autism and social 

anxiety. I also volunteer as a mentor 

for first year law students at UWA. 

You work as a paralegal at CAB – how 

do you assist the lawyers in the 

preparation of documents? 

Josh: I assist Selva by drafting legal 

documents for wills, letters of 

administration, probate applications, 

EPAs and EPGs. 

I also sometimes contact clients for 

clarifications with regard to the 

instructions we have received. 

Mandurah Branch Volunteers with 

David Templeman MLA enjoying 

National Volunteer Week. 

mailto:manager@cabwa.com.au
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Is the work at CAB similar to what you 

would like to do in the future as a 

lawyer, or is it quite different? 

Josh: Document drafting and 

preparation is work that is always 

necessary at a law firm, so the skills 

that I have developed here will be 

useful in the future. In terms of the 

actual content of the work, it will likely 

be quite different as I plan to head 

down the corporate path. 

Do you have any stories or memories 

that you would like to share? 

Josh: When I started at CAB I worked 

on reception on Fridays. A client 

wanted to bring her dog into the office 

and when she couldn’t, she was going 

to leave it in the car. Realising this may 

be a problem, I ended up taking her 

dog for a walk around the Supreme 

Court gardens while she had her legal 

appointment! 

What do you enjoy doing in your spare 

time to relax? 

Josh: I love my sports. I play soccer, 

beach volleyball, golf and run on a 

weekly basis. I also love to watch 

Formula 1. Other interests include 

playing computer games, scuba diving, 

reading and travelling.  

 

Winter Special Days 

& Events 

There are a plethora of special days and 

weeks commemorating and celebrating 

different types of people and causes all 

across the year. These often 

accompany a variety of events as well, 

so keep your eyes out for things 

happening in the community. 

• July 4th-11th - NAIDOC Week 
celebrations are held to 

celebrate the history, culture 
and achievements of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples. This year, the 
celebration is held from the 4th 
to the 11th of July and the theme 

is ‘Heal Country, heal our 
nation’.  

• August 4th - National Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander 
Children's Day is a day that 
celebrates the culture and 

strength of Aboriginal and Torres 

Diane Cook, the Joondalup Branch 

Coordinator with Joondalup Branch 

committee members. 

https://www.naidoc.org.au/
https://www.naidoc.org.au/
https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/
https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/
https://aboriginalchildrensday.com.au/
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Strait Islander children, providing 
opportunities for these children 
to be celebrated in a variety of 

events, big and small. The theme 
this year is ‘Proud in culture, 
strong in spirit’. 

• August 8th – Dying to Know Day 
is held on the 8th of August to 
encourage people to promote 

conversations about death, 
dying and bereavement, such as 
supporting dying or grieving 

loved ones, and promote healthy 
conversations about death. 

• August 12th - International Youth 

Day is commemorated by the 
UN to remind people that an 

investment into the future of 
young people will pay off in 
future benefits for society as a 

whole. 

 

 

Events 

There are a large number of events 

coming up this quarter, for fundraising, 

awareness, professional development 

and even networking. Check some of 

these events out below! 

• July 1st - July 11th – The 
Revelation Perth International 
Film Festival returns to present a 

comprehensive program 
showcasing independent 
filmmakers from across the 

globe and around the 
corner. The lovingly curated 
program of documentaries, 

award-winning features and 
short films is set to delight and 
inspire even the most discerning 

cinephile. Revelation is a 
celebration of the strength of all 
aspects of screen culture. 

• July 8th - Murder on the Dance 
Floor is a film screening hosted 

by The State Library of WA with 
an accompanying panel 
discussion of the short film. The 

screening is about an infamous 
murder at the Government 
House Ballroom in 1925 and 

includes a discussion about this 
interesting case. 

• July 9th – The Maali Festival is a 

festival reclaiming the State 
Theatre for two incredible days 
of NAIDOC Week acknowledging 

and celebrating the incredible 
breadth and diversity of the 
world’s oldest living cultures. 

From traditional dance to a 
return of the ground-breaking 
play Bindjareb Pinjarra, with 

musical acts including electronic 
duo Electric Fields, Maali is both 
a connection to a place before 

and a look towards the future.  
• July 15th – Rotary Elizabeth 

Quay has organised for Judge 

Charlotte Wallace to give a 
keynote speech on her personal 
leadership journey and help us 

understand how she balanced 
her career pursuits with 
supporting the community and 

attending to personal 
responsibilities. The attendees 
will also hear her views on 

navigating the legal profession in 
a predominantly male industry 

CAB Bunbury volunteers attending 

refresher training earlier this year. 

https://www.thegroundswellproject.com/dying-to-know-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/youth-day
https://www.un.org/en/observances/youth-day
https://www.revelationfilmfest.org/schedule/
https://www.revelationfilmfest.org/schedule/
https://www.revelationfilmfest.org/schedule/
https://visitperth.com/events/wa-reflections-murder-on-the-dance-floor
https://visitperth.com/events/wa-reflections-murder-on-the-dance-floor
https://www.naidoc.org.au/get-involved/naidoc-week-events/maali-festival-0
https://events.humanitix.com/emerging-leaders-in-a-changing-world?_ga=2.21161851.1389886935.1620829196-1981895124.1598245607
https://events.humanitix.com/emerging-leaders-in-a-changing-world?_ga=2.21161851.1389886935.1620829196-1981895124.1598245607
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and the world she aspires to 
enable through her work as a 
judge. 

• August 7th - WA Compassionate 
Communities Forum is a forum 
hosted by the South West 

Compassionate Communities 
Network is to assist people 
working with those who are 

grieving, caring or dying in 
providing a compassionate and 
considerate service. The forum 

will share best practice examples 
and inspire you to get involved. 

 

If you know anyone who is interested 
in volunteering at CAB, please tell them 

about the Expression of Interest 
form on our website.  

https://www.facebook.com/events/498563804895563/
https://www.facebook.com/events/498563804895563/
https://www.cabwa.com.au/images/Volunteer_Expression_of_interest_pdf.pdf
https://www.cabwa.com.au/images/Volunteer_Expression_of_interest_pdf.pdf

